
On the Occasion of the May 
KǾsen-rufu ShǾdai Ceremony 

   On this occasion of the May 
KǾsen-rufu ShǾdai Ceremony, 
conducted here today at the Head 
Temple, I would like to express 
my heartfelt appreciation to the 
large number of participants in 
attendance. 

   The month of May already has 
begun. I imagine both the priest-
hood and laity of each chapter 
have united in the spirit of itai 
doeshin, and are devoting them-
selves to their practice, day and 
night, aiming toward this yearôs 
shakubuku goals. 

   Shakubuku is the supreme 
Buddhist practice, which was 
established by our Founder 
Nichiren Daishonin, the True 
Buddha in the Latter Day of the 
Law. Shakubuku is the correct 
and best way to save all living 
beings in the Latter Day of the 
Law. 

   Today, Nichiren Shoshu is power-
fully advancing, aiming toward our 
goalðto achieve a membership of 
800,000 Hokkeko believers by 2021, 

the 800th anniversary of the advent 
of our Founder Nichiren Daishonin. 
In the challenge to achieve koↄsen-

rufu, it is not what you say but what 
you do that counts. Every member 
of each chapter must unite as one 

and do shakubuku in the spirit of itai 
doeshin. 

   ñThe Parable of the Poisoned 
Arrowò is one of the most fa-
mous Buddhist parables. It is 
contained in the Collection of 
Medium-Length Agama Sutras 
(ChȊ-agon-kyǾ). 

You probably know this story. In 
simple terms, it goes as follows: 

   One of Shakyamuniôs disciples 
begged his master to answer vari-
ous questions: ñIs this world ev-
erlasting? Or is it in flux? Will 
the world end? Is the Buddha 
still existing after his passing?ò 
Shakyamuni did not answer these 
questions in a straightforward 
way. Instead, he responded by 
saying, ñSuppose a man is 
wounded by a poisoned arrow 
[and people bring him to a sur-
geon]. Suppose the man should 
say, 'I will not let this arrow be 
taken out until I know what sort 
of a person shot me. What is the 
name of the person? Was the per-

son tall or short? Was the person a 
townsman or a villager? What is this 
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Gosho Quote for July 2017 

 

Reply to Utsubusa NyǾbǾ 

(Utsubusa nyǾbǾ gohenji)  
 

Let me briefly describe the virtues of Myoho-Renge-Kyo. The five characters of Myoho-
Renge-Kyo can change evil into good, just like poison changing into medicine. Pristine 
Spring is so named because in this spring, stone can change into treasure. In the same 
manner, these five characters are able to change common mortals into Buddhas. 

(Gosho, p.1492)  
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arrow made out of? What is the 
name of the doctor who will exam-
ine me?ô And, if he refuses to allow 
the arrow to be removed before all 
of these questions are answered, this 
person will die. What is most im-
portant is first to remove the poi-
soned arrow and provide first aid." 

   This parable warns us that we tend 
to postpone what we need to place 
emphasis on now. Instead, we focus 
our eyes on other issues. In other 
words, it is essential that we know 
what is most important right now. 

   What we must accomplish now, by 
any means, is for all the chapters to 
achieve their shakubuku goals, 
which they vowed to accomplish in 
front of the Gohonzon. Then, with 
these achievements, we should wel-
come the 800th anniversary of the 
advent of our Founder Nichiren 
Daishonin in 2021. 

   In the Gosho, Attaining Enlighten-
ment at the Initial Stage of Faith 
through the Lotus Sutra (Hokke 
shoshin Joↄbutsu-shoↄ) the Daishonin 
teaches: 

   If they hear the Lotus Sutra, which 
enables people to attain Bud-
dhahood, this [encounter] becomes 
the seed [of Buddhahood] for them, 
and they eventually will attain en-
lightenment without fail. Therefore, 
Tiantai and Miaole follow this no-
tion and expound [in their commen-
taries] that one should tirelessly 
teach the Lotus Sutra. It is like those 
who falter and fall to the ground, but 
are able to use that very ground to 
push themselves up to stand again. 
In the same way, even if they de-
scend into hell, they will rise again 
before long and attain Buddhahood. 
The people in the Latter Day of the 
Law will definitely fall into hell as a 
result of turning their backs on the 
Lotus Sutra. In any case, one should 
strongly teach and make people lis-
ten to the teachings of the Lotus Su-
tra. Those who follow and take faith 
in it will be able to attain enlighten-
ment, and even those who slander it 
will likewise attain Buddhahood in 
the end through the poison-drum 
relationship. (Gosho, p. 1316) 

   ñThe poison-drum relationshipò is 
a metaphor expounded in the Nirva-
na Sutra. It is said that when a drum 
smeared with 
deadly poi-
son is beaten, 
all those who 
hear the 
sound of the 
drum will 
instantly die. 
The poison-
drum rela-
tionship also 
is called a 
reverse rela-
tionship. 
Teaching and 
making a 
slanderer listen to the teachings of 
the Lotus Sutra corresponds to form-
ing a relationship with true Bud-
dhism, which will be the cause for 
the attainment of Buddhahood for 
the slanderer. 

   Today, the priesthood and laity of 
Nichiren Shoshu are making con-
certed efforts, and the members of 
each chapter are moving forward, 
aiming toward our goalðto achieve 
a membership of 800,000 Hokkeko 
believers. At this time, I believe that 
it is essential for each of us to under-
stand the significance of the poison-
drum relationship. Then, we should 

feel certain 
that now, in 
the Latter Day 
of the Law, 
Myoho-Renge
-Kyo of sow-
ing the seed 
of the true 
cause is the 
great Law that 
can lead both 
those with 
positive and 
reverse rela-
tionships to 
the direct path 

of attaining Buddhahood. With this 
firm belief, we must devote our-
selves to do shakubuku more than 
ever. 

   I sincerely pray for your further 
endeavors in your practice. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Faith Experience by Yukiko Perez   

   Hello everyone. My name is Yuki-
ko Perez and I am from Westchester.  

   Many might consider my experi-
ence as ñunusual,ò but today I would 
like to give my experience on how 
Iôve had a change of heart through the 
events that has happened to my life in 
recent years.  

   3 years ago my kids and I went 
back to Japan for the summer and as 
soon as we got back to NY, my hus-
band confessed that he wanted a di-
vorce. At first I brushed it off think-
ing it was his usual spur of the mo-
ment thoughts, but this time he actu-
ally packed his belongings and left.  

   I felt betrayed and livid as to why 
he waited until we came back to NY 
to tell me this. Tears kept coming as I 
also felt that I had let my children 
down.  

   I wanted to go back to Japan with 
my children, but they wanted to stay 
in NY. I felt a lot of pressure in what 
seemed as a dead-end situation.  

   I called my family in Japan to ex-
plain my situation and they said to 
me, ñEverything will be okay because 
you have the Gohonzon and all you 
need to do is pray. This practice is not 
about the other person, but yourself. 
You will get through this.ò With their 
words of encouragement, I started 

chanting for 2-3 hours a day. How-
ever, whenever I would see my hus-
band, anger and frustration took over 
causing arguments and I would often 
blame him for being in the situation 
that we were in at the time. As I con-
tinued to chant, I was able to have a 
calm state of mind and I was able to 
accept my own personal flaws.  

   Our Chief Priest, Rev. Takikawaôs 
advice to me was to continue my 
practice and pray for myself to act in 
a way that I would not regret in the 
future.  

   I continued with my practice and 
chanting and visited the temple as 
much as possible. For about half a 
year We were running short on fi-
nances and I would soon have to get 
a job to support myself and my chil-
dren. Due to my lack of experience 
and never having a job in the states, 
I was very insecure and very con-
cerned about getting a job.  

   I constantly prayed for a job where 
I could use my skills and to make 
others happy. I have always had an 
interest in decorating cakes and I was 
able to get a job where I got to do just 
that. Now I have been given a lot of 
responsibilities at the bakery where I 
work and I enjoy my job very much. I 
am very thankful for this job and to 
the Gohonzon for granting me this 
opportunity.  

   As for my relationship with my 
husband, things had gone downhill. 
One day my son came to me and 
said that he had something to tell 
me.  

   At that moment, I knew that my 
husband had had a child with anoth-
er woman. This was something I 
was afraid of happening. My son 
saw text messages between my hus-
band and another woman mistaken-
ly appear on his phone. I asked my 
husband about this, but of course, he 
denied it.  

   One of the main reasons why I 
was so upset about this was because 

even though I have 2 sons, I also 
wanted a daughter. About 10 years 
ago, due to Hysteromyoma, I had to 
undergo surgery and have my uterus 
removed. As somebody who knew 
how I felt and knew what I went 
through, I could not believe that my 
husband would do this to me.  

   I called my sister in Japan and told 
her that everything was over. Her re-
ply was simply ñIt is not.ò She told 
me that it is not about my husband 
but  my karma and that I needed to 
put my all into my practice and to 
continue chanting.  

    As I continued chanting, I started 
to appreciate my husbandôs existence. 
It is because of him that I am able to 
continue my practice and strengthen 
my faith. My husband once had faith 
in Nichiren Shoshu Buddhism, but I 
realized that my actions were what 
caused him to distance himself and 
eventually stop his practice.   

   2 years after my husband asked for 
a divorce, I made a promise that I 
would make a pilgrimage to our Head 
Temple at the foot of Mt. Fuji in Ja-

(Continued on page 4) 


